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It was less than a century ago that German Americans were considered distinct 
and foreign enough to generate fear among some that they would align themselves 
with Germany during World War I. Many of 2050’s Hispanics will be the product of 
several generations of living in America and all of the socialization inherent in the 
public school system, media, and other culture. 

Many observers believe that the rising number of Hispanics will lead inevitably 
to a Democratic electoral majority in Texas. Gallup has found evidence that Hispanics 
in Texas have slightly different tendencies than those presented in the national pic-
ture. While nationally Hispanics favor Democrats over Republicans 51 percent to  
21 percent, in Texas the Democrats’ margin is slimmer at 46 percent to 27 percent.29 
Of course, the popularity of the two parties among Hispanics will turn on a variety of 
policy issues. Hispanics, like German Americans and other groups, will continue to 
evolve and eventually become a natural part of political life in Texas.

The state’s rural nature has been transformed, and today about 80 percent of 
Texans live in 1,210 cities or suburbs. In fact, Texas has four of the country’s fifteen 
largest cities: Houston (#4), San Antonio (#7), Dallas (#9), and Austin (#13). Texans 
aren’t simply moving to big cities. Census figures reveal that eight of the fifteen fastest-
growing cites of 100,000 people or more are in Texas, and many of those are largely 
suburban areas such as Round Rock, Plano, McKinney, Frisco, and Carrolton.30 While 
the Texas population is growing, this growth is not occurring in every part of the state. 
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  Figure 1.2  	 Race and Ethnicity in Texas, 2010

Source: Data from U.S. Census Bureau, “State and County QuickFacts: Texas,” http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/48000.html


